
Cognitive Screen 

Required*

SLUMS

Does the patient have stroke 

associated communication 

issues or neglect?

Y

N

ACE-III

Oxford Cognitive 

Screen

Are the cognitive 

symptoms mild**? 

N

AHS STROKE COGNITIVE SCREEN 

ALGORITHM 

(A guide to clinical reasoning)

March 2021

Is the patient likely to receive 

further comprehensive 

cognitive assessment?

Y

N

Y

Purpose of a screen is to identify if 
an impairment is present. If further 
information is required regarding 

discharge planning, appropriateness 
for rehab or details on specific 

domains, refer for cognitive 
assessment with HCP experienced 

in cognitive assessment (such as 
OT or psychology).

* The Canadian Stroke Best 
Practices Guidelines recommend 

that “People who have 

experienced a stroke or transient 

ischemic attack should be 

considered for screening for 

vascular cognitive impairment” 
Lanctôt KL, Swartz RH, on behalf of the Mood, Cognition and 
Fatigue following Stroke Writing Group.  Mood, Cognition 

and Fatigue following Stroke Module 2019. In Lindsay MP, 
Mountain A, Gubitz G, Dowlatshahi D, Casaubon L, and 

Smith EE (Editors), on behalf of the Canadian Stroke Best 

Practices and Quality Advisory Committee.  Canadian Stroke 

Best Practice Recommendations Sixth Edition, 2019; 

Toronto, Ontario Canada: Heart and Stroke Foundation.

Retrieved March 8th, 2021 from: 

https://www.strokebestpractices.ca/recommendations/mood-

cognition-and-fatigue-following-stroke/vascular-cognitive-

impairment 

** Severity of cognitive 

symptoms can be ascertained 

through observed patient 

behaviors or documented 

cognitive impairment noted in 

past medical history
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